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Summary of Detections Above a Drinking Water Standard 
GAMA Domestic Well Project – All County Focus Areas 
 

 
Chemical 

Constituent of 
Concern 

 
Drinking Water 

Standard 

 
Yuba 
(2002) 

128 Wells 

 
El Dorado 
(2003-04) 
398 Wells 

 
Tehama 
(2005) 

223 Wells 

 
Tulare 
(2006) 

181 Wells 

 
San Diego 
(2008-09) 
137 Wells 

 
Total 

 
1067 wells 

 
Bacteria Indicators 

Total Coliform Present1 31 (24 %) 111 (28%) 56 (25%) 60 (33%) 36 (26%) 294 (28%) 
Fecal Coliform Present1 4 (3%) 14 (4%) 3 (1%) 13 (7%) NAS 34 (3%) 

Major Ions & General Chemistry 
Nitrate 45 mg/L1 2 (2%) 7 (2%) 2 (<1%) 72 (40%) 25 (18%) 108 (10%) 
Perchlorate 6 µg/L1  Not Tested Not Tested Not Tested 2 (6%) 4(3%) 6 (4%) 
Chloride 500 mg/L2  NAS NAS NAS NAS 3 (1%) 3 (<1%) 
Fluoride 2 mg/L1 NAS NAS NAS NAS 1 (<1%) 1 (<1%) 
Sulfate 500 mg/L2  NAS NAS NAS NAS 1 (<1%) 1 (<1%) 
Total Dissolved 
Solids 1,000 mg/L2 2 (2%) NAS NAS 4 (2%) 21 (15%) 27 (3%) 

Specific 
Conductance 1,600 µmhos/cm2 NAS NAS NAS 4 (2%) 19 (14%) 23 (2%) 

Metals 

 
Aluminum 1,000 µg/L1 3 (2%) 1 (<1%) NAS NAS NAS 4 (<3%) 
Antimony 6 µg/L1 1 (1%) 2 (<1%) NAS NAS NAS 3 (<1%) 

Arsenic 10 µg/L1  7 (5%) 14 (4%) 28 (13%) 2 (1%) 3 (2%) 54 (5%) 

Barium 1 mg/L1 NAS NAS NAS NAS 1(<1%) 1 (<1%) 

Beryllium 4 µg/L1 NAS NAS NAS 1 (<1%) NAS 1 (<1%) 

Boron 1 mg/L3 NAS NAS NAS 1 (<1%) 4(3%) 5 (<1%) 
Cadmium 5 µg/L1 NAS NAS NAS NAS 2 (1%) 2 (<1%) 
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Summary of Detections Above a Drinking Water Standard (cont.) 
GAMA Domestic Well Project – All County Focus Areas 
 

Compound Drinking Water 
Standard 

Yuba 
(2002) 

128 Wells 

El Dorado 
(2003-04) 
398 Wells 

Tehama 
(2005) 

223 Wells 

Tulare 
(2006) 

181 Wells 

San Diego 
(2008-09) 
137 Wells 

Total 
1067 wells 

Metals (continued) 
Chromium 50 µg/L1 NAS NAS 1 (<1%) 2 (1%) NAS 3 (<1%) 
Iron 300 µg/L2 21 (17%) 80 (20%) 31 (14%) 2 (1%) 21 (15%) 155 (15%) 
Lead 15 µg/L 3 2 (2%) 3 (<1%) 2 (1%) NAS 2 (1%) 9 (1%) 
Manganese 50 µg/L2 39 (30%) 97 (24%) 19 (9%) 2 (1%) 45 (33%) 202 (19%) 
Nickel 100 µg/L1 1 (<1%) 1 (<1%) NAS 3 (2%) NAS 5 (<1%) 
Thallium 2 µg/L1 1 (<1%) NAS NAS 6 (3%) NAS 7 (1%) 
Vanadium 50 µg/L3  NAS NAS NAS 14 (8%) 2 (1%) 16 (1%) 
Zinc 5,000 µg/L2  NAS 1 (<1%) NAS 1 (<1%) 2 (1%) 4 (<1%) 

Organics (Pesticides & VOCs) 
Volatile Organic 
Compounds 

Varies by 
compound 2 (2%) 2 (<1%) NAS 9 (5%) 1 (<1%) 14 (1%) 

Radionuclides 

Gross Alpha 15 pCi/L1 

Radionuclides not routinely sampled in these 
Focus Areas 

3 of 13 wells 
tested 

19 of 54 wells 
tested 22 (33%) 

Radium 226+228 5 pCi/L1 1 of 13 wells 
tested 

2 of 54 wells 
tested 3 (4%) 

Uranium 20 pCi/L1 1 of 13 wells 
tested 

16 of 54 wells 
tested 17 (25%) 

Notes: 
California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Public Drinking Water Standards used for comparison purposes only.  Domestic well water quality in California is 
not regulated. 
NAS = none detected above a drinking water standard 
Drinking Water Standards:  
 1 = CDPH Primary Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL); 2 = CDPH Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL);  3 = CDPH Notification Level (NL) 
(%) indicates percentage of wells tested with concentrations above a drinking water standard 
µg/L = micrograms per liter;  mg/L = milligrams per liter;  µmhos/cm = micromhos per centimeter;  pCi/L = picocuries per liter 
Coliform are evaluated on a presence/absence criteria.  No range can be determined.  
VOCs = volatile organic compounds 
Refer to each individual county summary of detections table for list of detected VOCs and pesticides and corresponding drinking water standards. 

 


